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This has been a momentous week for 
education. The SQA issued its results 
and we’re making final preparations 
for pupils and staff to return to 
schools.

The tense wait for results of 
Nationals, Highers, Advanced Highers 
and other awards ended for 3,416 
young people in Dumfries and 
Galloway this week when the SQA 
results arrived.

The cancellation of the 2020 exam 
diet due to the Covid-19 emergency 
means that this year’s results are 
based on estimated performance 
in the absence of exam data and 
coursework. The results are based on 
submissions to the SQA from schools 
and colleges in May, moderated 
by the SQA to maintain national 
standards.

Education opens doors to 
opportunities that enable young 
people to become successful learners, 
confident individuals, responsible 
citizens, and effective contributors to 
society.

The Dumfries and Galloway’s 
results reflect the ongoing trend of 
increasing our positive achievement 
over a 5-year period, with attainment 
from National 3 to Advanced Higher 

showing steady increases. This is 
evidence of the positive learning 
environment that we provide in 
Dumfries and Galloway, and it’s 
encouraging to see these results 
being achieved. The young people, 
parents, carers and staff are to 
be congratulated, particularly in 
this year in which they have faced 
unprecedented circumstances and 
had to work so hard to overcome 
unforeseen challenges.

We’re pleased that our schools will be 
reopening on Wednesday 12 August 
and we welcome back staff and 
pupils. Over the summer, staff have 
worked to prepare our schools and 
finalise the arrangements so that our 
schools are safe for everyone.

Of course, the school day will need 
to be different. We’re now in the 
Scottish Government’s Recovery 
Phase and it will be some time before 
our schools can return to ‘normal’. 
We’ll have to get used to new 
personal hygiene practices, physical 
distancing, and enhanced cleaning 
arrangements. But it will be good 
for pupils to be back in schools and 
learning again.

Applications for the 
Covid-19 Support Scheme 
for Self-Catering Businesses 
opened on 3 August and 
applications can be made 
until 1700 [5pm] on  
Monday 10 August 2020.

Funding for successful 
applications will be awarded on 
a first come first served basis.

The Scottish Government has 
made £1m available for self-
catering businesses that haven’t 
already received funding 
from other sources during the 
Covid-19 pandemic. The fund 
will be administered by the 
Association of Scotland’s Self-
Caterers (ASSC).

Eligible applicants can receive a 
1-off grant of £10,000.

If you think your self-catering 
business is eligible, see:  
www.visitscotland.com

#SupportDG    
#visitscotland    
#3littlehuts
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https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKDGC/subscriber/new
https://www.visitscotland.org/supporting-your-business/funding/coronavirus-self-catering-support


Dumfries and Galloway Council has launched a new 

website for the Southern Upland Way, which includes 

more information than ever before and makes it easier 

to plan an expedition on the long-distance trail. 

The Southern Upland Way is Scotland’s coast to coast 
long distance path, across 214 miles of superb and 
varied country, running between Portpatrick on the 
south west coast and Cockburnspath on the east. It’s still 
undiscovered by many. 

The new website provides all the information needed to 
walk, cycle, run, or ride the route.

 A new interactive map shows the locations and details 
of hotels, B&Bs, and campsites. It also shows food shops, 
places to get outdoor equipment, cafes, pubs, tourist 
attractions and the great many fascinating historical sites 
along the route.  

The new site also has a selection of short walks and rides 
for people of any ability level. These vary from 3 miles 
to 10 miles and have starting points along the Southern 
Upland Way  

New website for Southern Upland Way 

www.southernuplandway.org 

Councillor Rob Davidson, chair of Dumfries and 
Galloway Council’s Economy and Resources Committee 
said: 

“As one of Scotland’s Great Trails, the Southern Upland 

Way brings people from across the world to Dumfries 

and Galloway. The new website will help people to 

find the best B&Bs, hotels, cafes and shops along the 

route and will benefit the whole of the region. In its 

entirety, it’s a challenging route.  But it also provides 

fantastic shorter walks. On Sunday, I walked a short 

part of the route near Glentrool, which made for a 

relaxing and enjoyable afternoon in stunning scenery. 

Whether it’s an expedition to take on the full route or 

a shorter walk to one of its many beauty spots, the 

Southern Upland Way has so much to offer.” 

The Southern Upland Way is managed by Dumfries and 
Galloway Council with funding from Scottish Power 
Renewables, South Lanarkshire Council, and the Scottish 
Borders Council.

The Streetscene teams operate in all 
12 wards across the region, usually in 
teams of 3 to 4 staff, often assisted by 
volunteers.

Their services include grass cutting, 
grounds maintenance, street cleaning, 
litter picking, and floral displays.

This before and after picture 
illustrates their recent sterling efforts 
on the Whitesands in Dumfries. The 
team removed 54 tonnes of silt, a task 
that took 3 days!

Before 54 tonnes of silt later!

Whitesands Clean Up
Dumfries and Galloway Council’s Streetscene teams have been out and about the region  
recently ahead of the Council’s restart programme.

https://dgtrails.org/southern-upland-way/


APEX Scotland 
Apex Scotland works to 
reduce re-offending, promote 
desistance, tackle deprivation, 
and make communities safer.

Operating two Trussell Trust food 
banks, in Stranraer and Dumfries, 
Apex has continued to support 
those most in need throughout the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

In early March, Apex began to see an 
increase in people needing to access 
its services. By mid-March, it had 
implemented measures to protect 
staff from Covid-19. These included 
restricting access to offices for service 
users. By the time lockdown started, 
staff were on a rota basis to deal 
with the increase in demand whilst 
following safety guidelines.

In Stranraer Apex formed a 
partnership with the Community 
Re-use Shop and Fed-Up café to get 
them to deliver food parcels. Each 
parcel included a meal from the Fed-
Up café if the service user needed it.

At both food banks, Apex gave other 
agencies, including Social Work, food 
parcels to keep in stock, which were 
distributed when needed. This was 
particularly helpful when Apex were 

forced to reduce their opening hours, 
and staff were determined that no 
one would go without.

From March to 24 July,  Apex fed 
1,240 peoole. Each food parcel had 
sufficient food for 3 meals a day for 
3 days for each person. On average, 
family food parcels weighed 16kg. 
Each contained not only a substantial 
amount of food, but items such as 
toiletries, baby essentials, pet food, 
and some fresh food.

Ultimately, Apex looks to reduce 
reliance on food parcels, with 
everyone referred to them having 
the opportunity to discuss their 
individual circumstances. Apex looks 
at ways to support the service user, 
which can involve being referred to 
an in-house service or signposted to 
a more specialist agency.

Fire! 
What’s the connection between a 
US Navy assault ship ablaze in San 
Diego and Dumfries and Galloway? 
Well, the clue’s in the name.  

The Bonhomme Richard was the 
name of the flagship of Captain John 
Paul Jones, regarded as a “father” of 
the American navy.  

John Paul was the son of a gardener 
on the Arbigland estate, near 
Kirkcudbright. He made his first 
voyage to America as a ship’s 
apprentice, aged 13. At 21, he took 
his first command. He added Jones 
to his name when on the run for 
allegedly killing a mutinous crew 
member.    

Aged 29, John Paul Jones joined the 
Continental Navy. In 1778, he raided 
Whitehaven from aboard Ranger. In 
1779, at the helm of the Bonhomme 
Richard, sailing from France, he 
engaged and captured HMS Serapis 
and HMS Countess of Scarborough 
off Flamborough Head, though his 
own ship was lost.  

As the first well known naval 
commander of the American 
Revolution he was a hero. But, in 
Britain, he was regarded as a traitor 
and a pirate.  

Later in life, he achieved the rank of 
Rear Admiral in the Imperial Russian 
Navy.  

John Paul Jones died in Paris in 1792. 
But, in 1905, the Americans moved 
his remains to be the centrepiece 
of the US Naval Academy chapel at 
Annapolis.  

The remains of the original 
Bonhomme Richard were found off 
the Yorkshire coast in 2018, more 
than 200 years after it was sunk.  

The cottage in which he was born at 
Arbigland is a visitor centre depicting 
his life and exploits.  

The current iteration of the 
Bonhomme Richard was 
commissioned in 1998. The 40,000 
ton vessel is one of the few assault 
ships from which F-35 strike fighters 
can take off.  

The fire injured around 40 sailors 
and 23 civilians and caused the 
ship’s aluminium superstructure to 
bend. An investigation is currently 
underway into the cause of the fire 
and how it was dealt with. Repairs 
are likely to take months and cost 
hundreds of millions of dollars. A 
replacement ship could cost as much 
as $4bn.



The WOMANS (Women of 
Minnigaff & Newton Stewart) 
Group was set up in response 
to people complaining about 
their town, and them deciding 
to do something about it. 

While the group is currently 
unable to meet, members 
individually continue their 
terrific work in maintaining 
the Arthur Street Gardens 
in Newton Stewart, the pots 
outside the Royal Bank of 
Scotland, and the 4 planters at 
the entrances to the town. 

Womans Group 

Schools not out forever! 
On 12 August, our schools, nurseries, and 
early learning facilities will re-open. 

Our staff are looking forward to welcoming 
their pupils back to restart their education. 

Over the summer holidays, our Council 
teams have worked to prepare and finalise 
arrangements so that we can reopen our schools 
safely for everyone.  

The Scottish Government has published guidance 
outlining the steps needed and our Council has 
implemented additional aspects to ensure the 
safety our school environments.

Councillor Jeff Leaver, chair of Education and 
Learning committee, said: “It’s hard to believe 
that children and young people have been 
away from the classroom since March. The 
past few months have meant huge change for 
us all, including having to adapt to new ways 
of learning, at home, away from schools. I’m 
pleased that finally, after 21 weeks away from 
teachers, staff and friends, young people will be 
returning to their school communities.”

Councillor Ros Surtees, vice chair, said: “Since 
our schools and learning facilities closed in 
March due to the pandemic, it has been an 
anxious few months. I’d like to thank everyone 
for doing their very best to support our children 
and young people. I’m pleased that our staff and 
young people can now look forward to getting 
back into classrooms and start learning again.”

Councillor Adam Wilson, 
Young People’s Champion, 
said: “The last few months 
have been strange for our 
children and young people, 
which is why our Council has 
not only focused on making 
sure school buildings are safe 
but making sure that our 
children and young people 
are supported. 

“We’ve got a Recovery 
Curriculum in place for the 
first few weeks of the new 
term. This will help young 
people re-adjust to school 
life and adapt to the new 
measures that have been 
put in place in schools. 
It is designed to support 

emotional and mental 
wellbeing, identify gaps in 
learning, and ensure all pupils 
are at the same stage after a 
term of home learning.

“To ensure that our children 
and young people are 
supported to catch up, our 
Council is investing £1.4m 
in additional staffing. There 
will be more teachers and 
learning assistants to work 
with children and young 
people in our schools. Our 
Youth Information Workers, 
who are an integral part of 
supporting mental health 
in our schools, will also be 
on hand to support young 
people.”

Support and help for pupils 
As our pupils return to classrooms for the first time since 
March, there will be mixed emotions, including excitement, 
joy, confusion, and anxiety. 

Our council is working to ensure that our children and young 
people receive the support for emotional and mental well-being 
that they need.

It’s not only the Council’s Streetscene teams 
that help look after towns and villages. 

Group members also carry out 
regular litter picks. 

Unfortunately, due to 
lockdown, they haven’t been 
able to look after the hanging 
baskets this year, but they 
hope to meet as soon as it’s 
safe to do so. 

Here’s some photos of the 
flowerbed they maintain 
on Arthur Street, Newton 
Stewart. 

If you’d to help the WOMANS group, see Facebook or t: 01671 401 114.

https://www.facebook.com/Women-of-Minnigaff-and-Newton-Stewart-231491747330043/


Heeere’s Bill!
Bill Cunningham’s choice for Film of the Week 
is Stanley Kubrick’s masterful horror, The 
Shining. 

This week, I’m 
looking back to 1980 
and Stanley Kubrick’s 
psychological thriller, 
The Shining, based 
on the book by 
Stephen King albeit 
with substantial 
changes from the 
novel. 

Jack Nicholson, Shelley Duvall and 5-year old Danny 
Lloyd play the Torrance family, who become the winter 
caretakers of the isolated Overlook Hotel in the Colorado 
Rockies.  

Husband Jack is an aspiring writer with a history of 
alcoholism and violence. Early in the film we are told 
of a previous caretaker who murdered his wife and 
two daughters and then shot himself. It is also revealed 
- through the hotel cook - that their son has psychic 
abilities called ‘the shining’ that allow him to sense and 
see evil. Undeterred, they take the job.  

What follows is one of the most creepy, disturbing and 
nerve challenging mix of ghostly apparitions, horror 
and madness as Jack’s mental stability disintegrates and 
young Danny encounters horrific visions as he rides his 
trike along the hotel corridors. 

With mounting hysteria Nicholson 
and Duvall give terrific performances 
heightened by Kubrick’s demanding 
insistence on multiple takes. Through it all 
Danny Lloyd is outstanding. 

A key factor is the superb sets built at 
Elstree Studios, near London, where most of 
the film was made, including the façade of 
the hotel.  

The film is also notable for being one of the first to use 
the Steadicam camera support system allowing free 
movement along corridors and the maze used superbly in 
the climactic scenes. 

The Shining is on the BBC I-Player 
and Amazon Prime but my advice is 
to keep the lights on! 

Bill Cunningham worked at the Robert 
Burns Centre Film Theatre in Dumfries 
as well as writing the film guide for 
Dumfries & Galloway Standard for 
many years. 

SQA  
results arrive
in Dumfries and Galloway

The waiting ended for 3,416 young 
people in Dumfries and Galloway 
this week when they received their 
SQA results for Nationals, Highers, 
Advanced Highers, and other awards 
in a wide range of subjects. 

The cancellation of the 2020 exam 
diet means that this year’s results 
are based on estimated performance 
in the absence of exam data and 
coursework, based on submissions to 
the SQA from schools and colleges 
in May. They have been moderated 
by the SQA to maintain national 
standards.  

The results of Dumfries and 
Galloway’s 16,255 entries reflect 
the ongoing trend of increasing 
our positive achievement over a 
5-year period, with attainment from 
National 3 to Advanced Higher 
showing steady increases.  

This year’s results show positive 
attainment similar to previous years 
for Dumfries and Galloway.  

• By the end of S6, 62% of young 
people leaving school with 1 or 
more Highers  

• 28% of young people leaving 
school with 5 or more Highers  

• In S5, 13% achieving 5 or more 
Highers  

• 35% achieving 3 or more Highers  

• 7% achieving 1 or more Highers  

• S4 results showing an 83% A to C 
pass rate at National 5.  

Due to the unprecedented situation 
this year, the SQA’s appeals process 
will be available should schools and 
colleges want to question the grades 
awarded, if they are lower than the 
grade they estimated. The school will 
require permission from the candidate 
and sufficient evidence to support the 
initial estimate. Following an appeal, 
final grades can be increased, lowered, 
or remain the same. Any young person 
with questions about their results 
should speak to their school.



Activities PageActivities Page

Scotland Quiz

Spot the Difference
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The mind is not a vessel that needs filling, 
but wood that needs igniting.   Plutarch

Dingbats
Answers on back page
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1. Dundee was famous 
for its three Js - what 
are they?

2 Where is Buckfast 
tonic wine made?

3 What is the longest 
river in Scotland?

4 Where was the capital 
of Scotland before 
Edinburgh?

5 Translate ‘Fit fit fits fit 
fit?’

6 What hit BBC 
children’s TV series 
was filmed on Mull?

7  What romantic 
comedy did John 
Gordon Sinclair star 
in?

8 At which Scottish 
castle did Madonna 
marry Guy Ritchie?

9 Who was the Scottish 
schoolteacher created 
by Muriel Spark?

10 Who was the last 
monarch to be born 
in Scotland?

11 How many miles did 
the Proclaimers walk?

12 On which Scottish 
Island did George 
Orwell write his novel 
1984?

13 What is the Scottish 
name for the wood 
grouse?

14 With which band did 
Annie Lennox start 
her career?

15. From which disease 
did King Robert the 
Bruce die?

1

1 6

5

2 7

3 8

4 9

5

2

6

3

7

4

8

Answers on 
back page

11 to find.
Answers on back page



Key Contacts

National COVID-19 Helpline 0800 111 4000

For people who don’t have family or existing community 
support and can’t get online and who are over 70, disabled, 
require the support of mental health services, are pregnant 
or receive a flu jab for health reasons, will be directed to 
our dedicated local team who can offer essential assistance.

NHS24 111 
 www.nhsinform.scot

Emergency 999

Doctor Out of Hours 111

Dumfries and Galloway Council 030 33 33 3000 
 www.dumgal.gov.uk/SupportDG

Business Support Helpline 01387 260280 
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm

Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub 030 33 33 3001

If you have any positive stories about 
things that are happening in your 
community and would like to see them 
featured in Community – please email us at 

communitybulletin@dumgal.gov.uk 

and one of our reporters will get back to 
you.

If you would 

like some help 

understanding 

this or need 

it in another 

format please 

contact  

030 33 33 3000

Social Work Out of Hours 01387 273660

Third Sector Dumfries and Galloway 0300 303 8558

Dumfries and Galloway  
Citizens Advice Service 0300 303 4321  
www.dagcas.org

Samaritans 116 123

SHOUT Text SHOUT to 85258 for free

Scotland’s Domestic Abuse Helpline 0800 027 1234

Age Scotland 0800 12 44 222 
 Mon-Fri 9am-5pm

Shelter Scotland 0808 800 444 
 Mon-Fri 9am-5pm

LGBT Helpline Scotland 0300 123 2523

Childline 0800 1111

Dingbats
1. London Underground
2. Walk in the Park
3. Green Eggs and Ham
4. Barbershop Quartet
5. Right Under Your Nose
6. Return Ticket
7. All in a Day’s Work
8. Poles Apart
9. Top Gun

Scotland Quiz Answers
1. Jam, Jute and Journalism,  
2. Buckfast Abbey in Devon, England, 
3 River Tay, 4. Scone,  
5. Which foot fits which foot?,  
6. Balamory, 7. Gregory’s Girl,  
8. Skibo Castle, 9. Miss Jean Brodie, 
10. Charles I, 11. 500+500=1,000,  
12. Jura, 13. Capercaillie,  
14. The Tourists, 15. Leprosy,

Name That Film Answers
1. Jaws, 2. Planes, Trains and 
Automobiles, 3. Jurassic Park,  
4. Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, 
Missouri, 5. Inception, 6. A Few Good 
Men, 7. North By Northwest, 8. The BFG

https://supportdg.dumgal.gov.uk/article/20741/-supportDG
mailto:communitybulletin%40dumgal.gov.uk?subject=
http://www.dagcas.org

