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Amidst the pressures and pain of the Covid pandemic, 
it’s easy to forget some of the ‘normal’ things that go 
on around us. 

Foster carers play a vital role in providing a stable and 
loving environment in which children can feel secure 
and develop. 

Fostering Fortnight starts on Monday and provides an 
opportunity to thank all of the foster carers supporting 
children and young people in Dumfries and Galloway.

Of course, we’re not just thanking existing foster carers; 
we want to recruit new ones. So, if you think that you 
could be a foster carer, see the article in this edition of 
Community.

Statistics show that we continue to make steady 
progress in overcoming the Covid virus regionally and 
nationally. However, in some other countries, the effects 
are still truly devastating and there is clearly a massive 
effort and application of resources needed to tackle the 
virus and overcome the pandemic.

So, even as we rollout vaccines at an excellent rate, 
we must all continue to take precautions to safeguard 
ourselves and our loved ones.

Please continue to follow the FACTS guidance: face 
coverings, avoid crowds, clean hands, two metre 
distance. Anyone with symptoms should self-isolate 
with their household and book a test.

Welcome to 
Community

Cllr Elaine Murray
Council Leader

Cllr Rob Davidson 
Depute Leader

with best wishes

Elaine and Rob

@dgcouncil

@DumfriesGallowayCouncil

Email updates dumgal.gov.uk/newsletters

Do you have a spare room?
Are you caring and understanding?
Could you open your home to help a child or young 
person?

Dumfries and Galloway’s Family Placement Team is 
recruiting foster carers.

You’ll receive 24/7 support; and a weekly allowance.

With your help, we can give children and young 
people a stable and comfortable place to call home.

Find out more: www.dumgal.gov.uk/fostering 

For an informal chat about fostering, t: 01387 260 068

Community Garden Makeover
Community Assets staff from Barnkirk depot, in Newton 
Stewart have been working alongside the Women of 
Minnigaff and Newton Stewart (WOMANS) Group to 
clear and replant the community garden. The garden 
had been flooded in and was in need of a makeover. 
Members of the Newton Stewart Adult Resource 
Centre use the garden and should find it to be a more 
enjoyable place to walk now that a wildflower meadow 
and sensory plant area has been created.

https://twitter.com/dgcouncil
https://www.facebook.com/DumfriesGallowayCouncil
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKDGC/subscriber/new
http://www.dumgal.gov.uk/fostering


Recycling rolls out
The introduction of kerbside recycling to the Stewartry 
operational area included the distribution of:

The Kerbside Recycling Hub received and handled more 
than 800 enquiries regarding the new service.

Although some recycling bins were contaminated 
with plastic bags, liners, films or plastic wrappers, this 
accounted for only 2% of bins being tagged and not 
emptied. 

Bins continue to be delivered in the Nithsdale 
operational area. Crews are ahead of schedule and 
deliveries will be completed by 15 May 2021.

The first collections for the new service will begin in the 
week of 3 May.

The Annandale and Eskdale rollout will take place in 
May/June 2021. 

Flyers are being delivered to properties to inform 
residents the new recycling service is coming soon and 
to look out for bins being delivered.

A social media campaign is raising awareness of the 
new service and encouraging participation.

Over the last year, the 
Covid-19 pandemic has 
accelerated the need to adapt 
and enable a broad range of 
digital practices for pupils and 
students in schools, colleges, 
universities, and training 
providers.

In Dumfries and Galloway, 
as part of the digital offer to 
children and young people, 
the Council’s Education 
and Learning directorate, 
has worked with employers and partners in the South 
West Education Improvement Collaborative (SWEIC) to 
develop some important areas of work.

Foundation Apprenticeships (FA) are a work-based 
learning opportunity for senior-phase secondary school 
pupils.

At a time when many saw their FA courses cut short 
due to the pandemic, some students in this region were 
unsatisfied with the Scotland-wide offer of a Letter 
of Recognition (LoR), which would enable them to 
demonstrate that they were on course to earn their 
award but not able to fully complete. Instead, they were 
determined to gain their full award.

One of the courses, the 
Food and Drink Foundation 
Apprenticeship, would 
normally include a employment 
placement but this wasn’t 
possible during lockdown. 
However, Jordan Jones and 
Astrid Chagunda from St 
Joseph’s College in Dumfries 
were able to complete 
their apprenticeships by 
joining online team sessions, 
participating in professional 

discussions, developing test samples, and presenting 
their findings to colleagues at Brown Brothers 
Manufacturing Ltd in Kirkconnel.

Sarah Britton, training lead at Brown Brothers Group, 
said: “We were initially disappointed to think that 
these students wouldn’t be able to complete their 
courses and were determined to help find a solution. 
With the addition of the digital practices and the sheer 
dedication from the students themselves we’re thrilled 
that Brown Brothers were able to provide the support 
and environment, albeit virtually, for this to be a success 
story. It’s a testament to their resilience, persistence, 
commitment that, with our support, these students are 
the first ever successful Food and Drink Foundation 
Apprentices in Dumfries and Galloway.”

Laying the foundations to build careers

• 24,594 standard 240 litre recycling bins 

• 42 smaller 140 litre recycling bins

• 1,132 recycling sacks 

• 102 communal bins

During the first two weeks of collection, 17.7 tonnes of 
paper and carboard and 10.1 tonnes of plastics, metals 
and cartons were collected, along with 229.5 tonnes of 
general waste. 

Use of communal glass Recycling Points has been very 
encouraging and, in response to the high levels of use, 
the number of bins and/or frequency of collections has 
been increased at several sites.



2021 is the centenary of the birth of artist Joan Eardley 
and, until 3 July, Gracefield Galleries in Dumfries is 
celebrating her life and work in an exhibition of her 
paintings, pastels and sketch drawings together with 
black and white photographs by the artist’s friend 
Audrey Walker. 

Born in England on 18 May 1921, Eardley returned 
to her mother’s home in Scotland in 1939 and was a 
student at the Glasgow School of Art from 1940 to 
1943. 

Eardley’s portrayal of the streets and children of 
Glasgow first brought her work to public attention 
in the 1950s. But it was her fascination with the 
tiny fishing village of Catterline and its surrounding 
landscape near Aberdeen that brought her both 
creative frustration and artistic fulfilment. 

She was nominated to the Royal Scottish Academy in 
1955 and made a full member in 1963.  

Eardley’s works are enjoyed as much today as when 
they were first seen. She had an ability to capture a 
moment in time, be that the cheeky smile of one of her 
child subjects or a stormy winter seascape.  

Joan met Audrey 
Walker, a talented 
violinist and photographer, in 1952 through a mutual 
friend. They shared a love of music, which created an 
immediate bond. Audrey often documented Joan at 
work at the Walker’s holiday cottage in the Ettrick 
Valley in the Scottish Borders, at Joan’s Glasgow studio, 
and in the wild landscape of the North East. Her striking 
black and white photographs not only add up to a 
remarkable archive of her artist friend’s life, but also 
show Audrey’s considerable talent for seeing a good 
picture. Audrey was with Joan when she died from 
cancer, aged just 42, in August 1963.   

The exhibition also includes two short films featuring 
the artist at work in her Glasgow studio and interviews 
with her biographer and Catterline neighbours.  

For more info on visiting Gracefield, including the café 
and shop, see: DGCulture.co.uk or e: arts@dumgal.
gov.uk.  

Visitor numbers are still limited due to Covid restrictions 
so advance booking via Ticketsource.co.uk on 
DGCulture is recommended but we can book you in on 
arrival if there is space in the gallery.

Gracefield hosts Joan Eardley

mailto:arts@dumgal.gov.uk
mailto:arts@dumgal.gov.uk


Local people and communities across Dumfries and 
Galloway are benefitting from funding of more than 
£7m from ScottishPower Renewables.  

The investment has been provided through 
community benefit funds linked to the company’s 
onshore windfarms in the region: Ewe Hill, Glen App, 
Harestanes, Kilgallioch, and Wether Hill.

The funding model developed by ScottishPower 
Renewables, based on each windfarm making a 
voluntary contribution for each megawatt of renewable 
energy generated annually, puts decision-making 
power in the hands of local people to determine how 
best to spend the funds in their communities. 

Over the lifetime of the current windfarm operations 
at the Dumfries and Galloway sites, Scottish Power 
Renewables aims to provide a total of £38m across the 
region. 

Power to the People

Projects to have benefitted include: 

• New Luce Community Trust – £67,000 towards the 
installation of a new children’s playpark, creating a 
safe and exciting outdoor space for local children. 

• Waterbeck Church Tower Preservation Project – 
£15,224 to make vital structural repairs to the 
tower. First constructed in the 1800s, the church has 
long been a focal point for the community, earning 
listed building status.  

• Muckle Toon Media CIC – £15,000 to help the 
company shift the operations of regional news 
outlets into a digital-first world, ensuring a 
sustainable future for the publications and giving 
residents and businesses a platform to champion 
local causes. 

• Nith Valley Leaf Trust – £15,000 to help unlock 
investment for 3 Passivhaus homes in Closeburn, 
which provide a high level of comfort while using 
very little energy for heating and cooling. The first 
tenants received their keys in May 2020. 

• Kirkcolm Bowling Club – £11,000 to support major 
upgrade works, including the installation of new 
gates and lighting for the pathway and car park and 
improved disabled access. 

• Stranraer Water Sports Association – £10,000 
towards the costs of hosting the SkiffieWorlds 2019. 
58 rowing clubs from across the globe made the 
journey to Stranraer.

• Furniture Project (Stranraer) Limited – £9,000 to 
part-fund the costs of a new community café that 
provides a free lunch to all in need and offers a 
signposting service to anyone who needs a helping 
hand through a difficult time. It also provides 
unemployed people with guidance on improving 
their chances for work in hospitality. 

• Cairn Valley Community Transport (CVCT) – £8,000 
to provide running costs, fund passenger trips, and 
create a website to make it easier for local people to 
access the service. 

Lindsay McQuade, CEO of ScottishPower Renewables 
said: “Most of our windfarms are in predominately rural 
areas where these funds can make a real difference, 
supporting sustainable projects that help communities 
beyond the positive impact our developments have on 
the climate emergency, and that’s clear to see in these 
examples from Dumfries and Galloway.”

For more info: www.scottishpowerrenewables.com 

http://www.scottishpowerrenewables.com


RBCFT Film of the Week

Without Remorse 
Our Film of the Week is Without Remorse, which was 
recently released on Amazon Prime to much fanfare. 

Without Remorse is an adaptation of Tom Clancy’s 1993 
novel but the title is just about all it shares with the novel. 

It’s set in the current day rather than during the Vietnam 
war. It’s the origin story for one of Jack Ryan’s colleagues 
and Michael B Jordan plays him this time (Willem Dafoe 
and Live Schreiber played the character in the Jack Ryan 
films). 

Kelly is a Navy SEAL and when a squad of Russian soldiers 
kill members of his military ops team and murder his 
pregnant wife while targeting him, Kelly teams up with 
fellow SEAL Karen Greer and CIA Agent Robert Ritter to 
track them down. Very soon, Kelly uncovers a conspiracy 
that threatens to engulf the US and Russia in all-out war.

The film has plenty of set-pieces to keep action fans happy, 
most notably the plane crash into the ocean and Kelly’s 
attack on the Russian diplomat at Dulles airport. It does 
feel somewhat generic in places but it’s pacey and there’s 
much to keep you entertained. 

Jordan, so good in the Creed films, is on equally good 
form here. He plays the action hero role to perfection; 
he’s intense and physical as the man out for revenge. He’s 
ably supported by Jodie Turner-Smith (excellent in Queen 
& Slim) as his commanding officer Karen Greer. And Jamie 
Bell excels as the shady CIA operative Ritter. Guy Pearce 
appears in a small, yet important, role as the US Secretary 
of State. 

Without Remorse isn’t perfect but, if rumours are correct 
and Jordan has signed up for a sequel, we’d be more than 
happy to see it. 

Without Remorse is currently streaming on Amazon Prime.

We know that many people are really concerned about 
their financial situations due to the on-going Covid-19 
situation. 

Stress related to finances is one of main causes of 
declining mental and physical health. 

Don’t suffer in silence. 
Confidential help is 
available, which could 
make your life much easier. 

Dumfries and Galloway 
Council Financial Inclusion 
and Welfare Support Team 
can help with a range of 
financial issues  for anyone 
aged 60 or over,  
t: 030 33 33 3008 or e: fiwsreferrals@dumgal.gov.uk  

Are you or your family struggling financially?

Dumfries and 
Galloway Citizens 
Advice Services 
provides advice and 
information services to anyone between the ages of 16 
and 59 to help to increase people’s incomes and reduce 
their debts. This includes advice, guidance and support 
on welfare and benefits claims and payments, debts, 
and preventing homelessness. 

To access free services, t: 0300 303 4321 or complete the 
form at:  
https://www.dagcas.org/get-help/contact-us/

Advice and information on tackling poverty is available 
at Tuesday - Money Matters (dumgal.gov.uk)

Many people have never been under so much pressure. 
Making the first call and seeking help is often the 
hardest part.

For more info, contact Wendy Jesson, Anti-Poverty 
Officer, t: 07880 942 909  
or e: wendy.jesson@dumgal.gov.uk

Are you stressed by money worries?

mailto:fiwsreferrals@dumgal.gov.uk
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAzMTcuMzcxNDc1NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5kYWdjYXMub3JnL2dldC1oZWxwL2NvbnRhY3QtdXMvIn0.Zd8mpDm8GgCff-Eit3CM7Fh9xuvAHOCCJFXzMP2iRig%2Fs%2F634961387%2Fbr%2F100223647262-l&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cdc1f54a7d60d44ff249508d8e938ab35%7Cbd2e1df68d5a4867a647487c2a7402de%7C0%7C1%7C637515776933082398%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDINCLUDEPICTURE
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAzMTcuMzcxNDc1NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5kdW1nYWwuZ292LnVrL0NQVzIwMjAtVHVlc2RheSJ9.gWhhc9kQ_Vo8lEnF57i5i-L7IbkG8q4dbflJYM6kXAM%2Fs%2F634961387%2Fbr%2F100223647262-l&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cdc1f54a7d60d44ff249508d8e938ab35%7Cbd2e1df68d5a4867a647487c2a7402de%7C0%7C1%7C637515776933092356%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLINCLUDEPICTURE
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Activities Page

Cullen Skink

Prep 10 mins  Cook 30 mins Serves 4

1. In which year did the V&A 
Dundee open? 

2. Who wrote the series of 
books featuring CIA analyst 
Jack Ryan? 

3. In which season did 
Hibernian last win the 
Scottish League title? 

4. Which American animator, 
who died on 7 May 
2013, created a form 
of stop motion model 
animation known as 
Dynamation? 

5. Which island is the largest in 
the Firth of Clyde? 

9. Who founded the 
Presbyterian Church of 
Scotland and led the 
Protestant Reformation? 

10. What is the capital of 
Guernsey? 

11. Who plays 
Chief Commissioner 
Cameron Miekelson in Scot 
Squad? 

12. What was the name of the 
Canadian rock band whose 
breakthrough album in 1976 
was called 2112? 

13. Which Scottish golfer spent 
167 weeks in the Official 
Golf World Ranking from 
its introduction in 1986 to 
1989? 

14. What was established in 
Munich in 1810 as an official 
celebration of beer? 

6. PT 109 is a film about 
the war service of which 
American President? 

7. James “Jamie” Alexander 
Malcolm MacKenzie Fraser 
is a fictional character in 
which series of novels (and 
TV series)? 

8. Which former actor and 
failed musician stood 
in this week’s London 
mayoral election to “fight 
against extreme political 
correctness”? 

15. To the nearest hundred how 
many Curling Clubs are there 
in Scotland? 

16. Which American tv show 
starred Dominic West as 
Detective Jimmy McNulty? 

17. What was the name of the 
Dumfries architect whose 
work includes Moat Brae, 
The Assembly Rooms in 
Dumfries, remodelling a 
windmill which became 
Dumfries Observatory, and 
Nith House (now the Albert 
Club)? 

18. Arnold George Dorsey is an 
English singer better known 
by which name? 

19. What is the second highest 
mountain in Scotland behind 
Ben Nevis? 

20. Indian city Madras changed 
its name in 1996. What did it 
become? 

Quiz of the Week

It’s not whether you get knocked down; it’s whether 

you get up.    Vince Lombardi

Ingredients
1 tbsp unsalted butter

1 medium onion

400g medium potatoes 
(about 2), peeled and cut 
into 1cm cubes

250g smoked haddock

250ml whole milk

½ small bunch of parsley 
or chives, finely chopped

STEP 2

Meanwhile, put the 
haddock in another pan 
and cover with the the 
milk. Cook gently for 5 
mins, or until just tender. 
Remove the haddock from 
the milk with a slotted 
spoon (reserving the 
milk), transfer to a plate 
and leave to cool slightly. 

Method 

STEP 1

Melt the butter in a 
saucepan over a medium 
heat, then add the onion 
and fry for 5-8 mins 
until translucent but 
not browned. Add the 
potatoes and 300ml water 
and bring to the boil. 
Reduce the heat slightly 
and simmer for 10-15 
mins.

When cool enough to 
touch, flake into large 
pieces, removing any 
bones.

STEP 3

Put the reserved milk and 
flaked haddock in the pan 
with the potato mixture 
and cook for another 5 
mins. Season and sprinkle 
over the parsley to serve.

A speciality from the town of Cullen in Moray, this is a 
tasty, warming soup which is delicious with a nice crusty 
bread. Ideal for snowy days in May!

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stop_motion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Model_animation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Model_animation


Key Contacts
National COVID-19 Helpline 0800 111 4000

For people who don’t have family or existing community 
support and can’t get online and who are over 70, disabled, 
require the support of mental health services, are pregnant 
or receive a flu jab for health reasons, will be directed to 
our dedicated local team who can offer essential assistance.

NHS24 111 
 www.nhsinform.scot

Emergency 999

Doctor Out of Hours 111

Dumfries and Galloway Council 030 33 33 3000 
 www.dumgal.gov.uk/SupportDG

Business Support Helpline 01387 260 280 
 Mon-Fri 9am-5pm

Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub 030 33 33 3001

Social Work Out of Hours 01387 273 660

Third Sector Dumfries and Galloway 0300 303 8558

Dumfries and Galloway  
Citizens Advice Service 0300 303 4321  
 www.dagcas.org

Samaritans 116 123

SHOUT Text SHOUT to 85258 for free

Scotland’s Domestic Abuse Helpline 0800 027 1234

Age Scotland 0800 12 44 222 
 Mon-Fri 9am-5pm

Shelter Scotland 0808 800 444 
 Mon-Fri 9am-5pm

LGBT Helpline Scotland 0300 123 2523

Childline 0800 1111

If you would like help understanding this  

or need it in another format telephone 030 33 33 3000

Answers
1. 2018
2. Tom Clancy
3. 1951/52
4. Ray Harryhausen
5. Arran

6. John F. Kennedy
7. Outlander
8. Laurence Fox
9. John Knox
10. Saint Peter Port
11. Jack Docherty

12. Rush
13. Sandy Lyle
14. Oktoberfest
15. 600
16. The Wire
17. Walter Newall

18. Englebert Humperdinck
19. Ben Macdui
20. Chennai

Customer Service Centres started to re-open to 
the public on 26 April: Stranraer, Newton Stewart, 
Wigtown, Kirkcudbright, Castle Douglas, Dalbeattie, 
Ewart, Georgetown, Lochthorn, Kirkconnel, 
Sanquhar, Annan, Lockerbie, Moffat (library books 
only), Langholm, and Gretna (registration only).

Following local and national guidance, library 
services and customer enquiries are available 
on specific days.  Registration, NEC/Blue Badge 
applications, and PC use will be by appointment 
only.

Some Customer Service Centres will remain 
closed: Port William, Dalry, Gatehouse, Whithorn, 
North West Community Campus, Thornhill, Eastriggs 
and Lochmaben, but this is being reviewed.

It’s intended that the Local Studies and 
Archives Service at the Ewart from will reopen 
on 7 June. 

A virtual library branch has been developed 
and offers free access to eBooks, eAudio, 
eMagazine and online resources. New users can 
join the library service for free online.

All National Entitlement Card application 
processes can now be done online at  
https://getyournec.scot/nec/  

This includes new cards, replacements cards, and 
renewing cards for 60+ Bus Passes, Disabled Bus 
Passes and Young Scot Cards. NEC card holders can 
also update their photograph.  

If anyone can’t apply online they can make an 
appointment at a Customer Service Centre or by 
phone: 01387 260 196.

10 museums and galleries reopened on 
30 April. The service website www.DGCulture.
co.uk has the latest information and links to online 
booking.

D&G Morsels
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