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FACTS 
Keeping safe during COVID.

We’ve been doing this for a while now, it isn’t 
easy, but we all know what we need to do.  

Every time you leave the house:  

Keys - Check  

Wallet - Check  

Face Covering -Check … 

And remember to wash your hands. 

Please don’t become complacent, it’s for 
your own safety as well as others. 

Hello, and welcome to issue 41 of your 
Community Bulletin.

A lot of this issue is focussed on the various aspects 
of Climate Change and what our region is doing to 
address that.

We are pleased to see that our region’s young 
people are taking action by cleaning up some of our 
wonderful beaches across Dumfries and Galloway. 
This is especially heartening to see as, by encouraging 
our young people to take care of their environment 
now, they are protecting their future.

Our Council is already working to address climate 
change, for example our Flood Protection schemes, as 
we experience warmer and wetter weather.

We all need to understand that our actions today 
have an impact on our tomorrow.

Please do what you can to look after our precious 
environment.

https://twitter.com/dgcouncil?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/DumfriesGallowayCouncil/
http://www.dumgal.gov.uk/newsletters


Put a Poppy in a Pane 
On 11 November 1921, the first cloth poppies were 
sold. 9 million had been made but, such was the 
nation’s desire to remember those lost during WW1, 
they sold out almost immediately.

That first Poppy Appeal raised more than £106,000, 
a significant sum at the time, with the funds being 
used to help support veterans and find them jobs 
and homes.  

Since then, the poppy has become an enduring 
symbol of remembrance and, every year, many 
millions of people choose to wear a poppy. This 
would not be possible without the efforts of 
thousands of members of the British Legion and 
Legion Scotland who volunteer each year to 
distribute and sell poppies.

However, due to the Covid-19 pandemic, and the 
restrictions we must all adhere to, many events 
and fundraising initiatives will necessarily be in a 
different format this year.

So, in the week of Armistice Day and Remembrance 
Sunday, you’re being asked to display a poppy in 
your window.  

Legion Scotland is asking too that you donate at: 
Just Giving Page for Poppy Appeal 2020  
https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/
poppyappeal2020 

Councillor Archie Dryburgh, Armed Forces 
Champion, said: “Every year people across Dumfries 
and Galloway support the Poppy Scotland Appeal, 
and I thank them for their continued support.  
However, this year, because of Covid-19, it will be 
much harder to raise funds.  In my roles of Armed 
Forces Champion and Area Secretary for Legion 
Scotland, I’m very aware of the significant increase 
in the needs of our veterans.  I’m, therefore, asking 
people across our region to show their appreciation 
and help us not to forget, by displaying a poppy 
and donating to Poppy Scotland.”

We’d like to feature photos of some of the poppy 
designs displayed in windows across the region in a 
future edition of the Community Bulletin.  
Please send your photos with brief details to: 
communications.unit@dumgal.gov.uk 

#Keeping Kids Safe
After Lockdown
As children and young people get back into the school 
routine, Child Protection Scotland, Barnardo’s Scotland, 
Police Scotland and NSPCC Scotland are working together 
to encourage everyone to keep an eye out for children who 
may have experienced neglect or abuse during lockdown.

If you are worried about a child, please talk call Social Work 
on 030 33 33 3001,the Police on 101 or NSPCC Helpline on 
0808 800 5000. 

If a child is in immediate danger please call 999. 

If you are concerned about a child it’s always  
better to say something than do nothing

childprotection.scot

#KeepTalking Bale Art  
Some of you might 
have seen some 
colourful bales of 
hay when driving 
through the region 
recently. The Scottish 
Association of Young 
Farmers’ Clubs 
tasked its membership to raise awareness and promote The 
Royal Scottish Agricultural Benevolent Institute’s campaign to 
#KeepTalking to highlight the importance of maintaining good 
mental health. 

Clubs across Dumfries and Galloway took part and created 
their own Bale Art, with many colourful designs highlighting 
the Keep Talking message. Although none of the regional clubs 
won the national competition the Annandale Young Farmers 
won the Dumfries and Galloway District Bale Art Competition 
with their brilliant tank design.  

The Scottish Association of Young Farmers Clubs (SAYFC) is 
a membership organisation for young people who live and 
work in rural Scotland. 

The Royal Scottish Agricultural Benevolent Institute (RSABI) 
provides emotional, practical and financial support to 
individuals and their families across the agricultural sector 
including farming and crofting. Find out how they can help: 
https://www.rsabi.org.uk/How-RSABI-can-help  
or call 0300 111 4166. 

Courtesy of Annandale Young Farmers

https://www.childprotection.scot/


Dumfries and Galloway Council has just 
achieved the Bronze award for Carbon 
Literacy, the first non-metropolitan Local 
Authority in Scotland to do this.   

Carbon Literacy means “An awareness of 
the carbon dioxide costs and impacts of 
everyday activities, and the ability and 
motivation to reduce emissions on an 
individual, community and organisational 
basis”. 

This means that the Council has a 
clearer understanding of what causes 
climate change, what needs to be done 
to address it and is taking immediate 
measures to counteract the effects of 
global warming.  

Councillor Dougie Campbell, the Council’s 
Environment Champion said: “We are very 
proud of our achievement; Carbon Literacy 
training has been recognised by the 
United Nations. The Bronze award lasts for 
up to 4 years, so now starts the hard work 
to look towards our silver award”. 

The individuals who undertook the 
training also had to make their own 
pledge to say that they would try to 
reduce their own carbon footprint by 
changing behaviour or making at least 
one significant change in their everyday 
lives. 

We are doing 
what we can, but 
the actions of 
individuals can 
and does make a 
difference.  

How will you 
play your part? 

Understanding 

Dumfries and Galloway Youth Council, alongside the Youth Work 
Service, organised and carried out three Beach Cleans in September 
as part of their commitment to tacking action on environmental 
issues. The beach cleans took place at Powfoot Beach in Annan, 
Rigg Bay in Garlieston and Loch Ryan in Stranraer. The Youth 
Council arranged the event as part of the Great British September 
Clean which took place from 11–27 September.  

A total of 27 #LitterHeroes from Dumfries to Langholm, and 
Stranraer to Mid Galloway volunteered their time and were 
commended by locals and beach go-ers alike.  

Climate Change and the environment are a growing concern and 
priority for young people across our region and community clean 
ups are a pro-active way to help support our local environment 
and wildlife.  

The Youth Council said “The beach cleans are the first of many 
community clean ups we’ll be running as part of our regional 
environmental project. The litter collected, where possible, is being 
repurposed and upcycled to be used in trash art projects for young 
people across the region. There’s loads of young people across 
D&G who are passionate about our environment and planet and 
we’ll keep our social media updated with what’s coming up for 
anyone who wants to volunteer”. 

Well done to everyone involved! 

Beach Clean Ups 
with Dumfries and Galloway Youth Council 

If anyone would like be part of a future beach clean or for 
more information about the work of the Youth Council, you 
can find them on Social Media @YouthCouncilDG,  
by e-mailing info@dgyouthcouncil.com or by visiting  
https://youthwork.dumgal.gov.uk  



Special Events at the 
RBCFT this weekend 
There are two special events at the Robert Burns 
Centre Film Theatre this Saturday and Sunday. 

On Saturday evening, and in a first for the cinema, 
the RBCFT is screening the closing film of the BFI 
London Film Festival 2020 at the same the film is 
being screened in London. This year’s closing film is 
the historical drama Ammonite which has already 
garnered rave reviews with many critics predicting 
award nominations for its director and stars as well 
as the film itself. Ammonite is directed by Francis 
Lee, who made 2017’s highly regarded God’s Own 
Country, and stars Kate Winslet and Saoirse Ronan. 

Ammonite is set in 
1840 and features 
Kate Winslet as Mary 
Anning, an acclaimed 
fossil hunter who, 
with her fame 
long behind her, is 

reduced to searching for common fossils to sell to 
tourists. When a wealthy visitor entrusts Mary with 
the care of his wife Charlotte Murchison (Saoirse 
Ronan), she cannot afford to turn his offer down. 
Mary initially clashes with her unwelcome guest, but 
despite the distance between their social class and 
personalities, an intense bond begins to develop, 
compelling the two women to determine the true 
nature of their relationship. 

Ammonite is screening on  
Sat 17 October at 5.30pm. 

On Sunday evening 
there is another 
special event, a 
one-off screening 
of the brand-new 
documentary I Am 
Greta featuring a 

pre-recorded Q&A exclusive only to cinemas.  

The story of teenage climate activist Greta Thunberg 
is told through compelling, never-before-seen 
footage in this intimate documentary. Starting 
with her one-person school strike for climate action 
outside the Swedish Parliament, the film follows 
Greta - a shy schoolgirl with Asperger’s – in her rise 
to prominence, and her galvanizing global impact 
as she sparks school strikes around the world. The 
film culminates with her astonishing wind powered 
voyage across the Atlantic Ocean to speak at the UN 
Climate Action Summit in New York City. 

I Am Greta is screening on 
Sun 18 Oct at 7pm. + Wed 21 Oct at 7pm

As part of the work on the proposed Langholm Flood 
Protection Scheme, the Council and its consultants, 
RPS, have produced additional visuals and information 
on the developing defences. These include a ‘virtual 
tour’, images, and layout plans. This compliments the 
existing 3D model and information already available 
on the project website at www.dumgal.gov.uk/
langholmfloodprotection. This additional information 
is the latest available but will be refined further and 
improved upon as the scheme progresses.  

We hope to have further engagement events, including 
mock-ups of the defences, on location in Langholm, 
but this can only happen when it is safe to do so, in line 
with COVID-19 guidelines.  

Langholm Flood 
Protection Scheme 

SATURDAY 31 OCTOBER

Family              Hunt
Eskrigg Nature Reserve | £1 per person

Families wishing to take 
part must contact Jim Rae in 
advance to arrange a time slot 
between 10am and 3pm  Start 
will be from the car park at 
stated time slot only.

email  
jim.rae2012@gmail.com  
or call 07739 987 009

Lockerbie Wildlife Trust

http://www.rbcft.co.uk/
http://www.rbcft.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AnDhlrs3XVM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i74n4BUYgHI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i74n4BUYgHI


Arts and Museums facilities are open 
The majority of Dumfries and Galloway Council’s Museums and Galleries have re-opened and 
are looking forward to welcoming you back throughout the October Holidays.  

Gracefield Arts Centre 
Gallery 2 is open 
for its very popular 
International LEGO® 
Brick Art. The Exhibition 
gathers the work of 18 
artists, designers and 
photographers from around the world 
who use LEGO® bricks as their medium or 
inspiration. This family friendly exhibition 
provides lots of opportunities for 
visitors to get involved with a quiz sheet 
activities, Lucy and Emmet photo booth, 
LEGO® book library and Gracefield’s 
online building and self-portrait mini 
figure design competitions. 

Due to popular demand there’s additional 
October Holiday Sunday opening, 18 and 
25 October: 12noon-3pm 

Dumfries Museum is open 
although due to the small floor 
areas the Camera Obscura will 
remain closed for now. There is still 
plenty to see including the popular 
Dinosaurs exhibition. A new display 
entitled “Fabrics under the lens – 
Forensic textile conservation” shows 
the work carried out by students at 
the University of Glasgow Centre 
for Textile Conservation Centre.  

There isn’t long now to 
see the latest exhibition 
by artist Ewan McClure at 
Kirkcudbright Galleries. 
His exhibition ‘Solo’ runs 
until 31st October in 
Gallery Two. Kirkcudbright’s 
Stewarty Museum is also 
open to visitors. 

This week I am focusing on 
performances by two of our 
National Treasures - Helen Mirren 
and Ian McKellen in the crime 
thriller, The Good Liar, which was 
dubbed the most underrated film  
of 2019. 

While the pair had worked together 
on stage this is their first film 
appearance together. For the jovial 
McKellen, best known perhaps as 
the wizard Gandalf in The Lord of 
the Rings trilogy and Mirren for her 
role as Queen Elizabeth II in the 
Queen, both have enjoyed careers 
with a multitude of stage and 
screen roles and this comes over as a 
terrific acting duel. 

In The Good Liar McKellen plays Ray 
Courtnay, a crafty career con man 
who preys on wealthy widows and 

Bill Cunningham's Film of the Week

The Good Liar

Bill Cunningham worked as a member of 

staff at the Robert Burns Centre Film Theatre 

and, previously, wrote the film page for the 

Dumfries & Galloway Standard.

gullible businessmen 
with the aid of his 
close friend Vincent 
(played by Jim Carter). 
Courtnay finds a 
wealthy target in Betty 
McLeish (Helen Mirren) 
through an on-line 
dating service and 
soon exerts his charm, 
worming his way into her affections 
despite the suspicions of her 
grandson (played by Russell Tovey). 
But all is not what it seems, as the 
plot twists come thick and fast. 

Ian McKellen also played baddies 
in The Da Vinci Code and Richard III 
and he is again superb while Helen 
Mirren exudes sexual charm. The 
joy of the film is in watching two 
brilliant actors having fun in a film 
that intrigues and entertains. The 

film had mixed reviews on release, 
but I agree that it is underrated. 
You can watch it on Sky Movies or 
from Amazon Prime and on DVD 
formats. 

Bill Cunningham

Open 
throughout th

e 

holidays

Entry is free but you must book your timed slot in advance to ensure 
that the venues can manage numbers and maintain physical distancing. 
Please click https://www.dgculture.co.uk/ to find more information 
about each venue including opening hours and how to book.  

dgculture.co.uk

https://www.dgculture.co.uk/
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Thank you, Davy! 

The saddest aspect of life right now is that 
science gathers knowledge faster than society 
gathers wisdom. Isaac Asimov

How much do you know  
about Climate Change? 

We have one pair of tickets to watch the screening of  
I Am Greta at the RBCFT, Dumfries 

Closing is at 12 noon on Tuesday 20th October. 

The winner will be picked at random and we’ll let them know  
by email. 

Send your answers to: rbcft@dumgal.gov.uk 

We’ll publish the answers in next week’s bulletin. 

Good luck! 

1. Where in your home would you install a Hippo device?  

2.  What is the term used for something that breaks down naturally?

3.  Which is the most common gas in the atmosphere?  

4. Which part of the atmosphere screens out the harmful radiation from the sun?  

5. What is the name of the insulation you use in external walls that have two layers?  

6 What word expresses the extent of mankind’s environmental impact?  
For example, carbon or ecological. 

Courte
sy

 o
f 
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Lochthorn Customer Service Centre 
would like to say a huge thank you to 
local man, Davy Corsan. Davy has been 
generously giving of his time and hard 
work, clearing, and tidying the gardens 
and pathways around the Lochthorn 
Customer Service Centre - improving the 
surroundings for the whole community.  

Davy’s efforts have not gone unnoticed. 
He is regularly, warmly greeted 

by customers and members of the 
community. Even recently getting a gift 
of some ‘refreshments’ from a couple 
who had met him at the Centre while 
registering the birth of their new baby. 

Davy told us he gets great satisfaction 
from seeing how attractive the gardens 
and pathways now look, not to mention 
enjoying a chatting with customers and 
passers-by as he is working away.   



Key Contacts

National COVID-19 Helpline 0800 111 4000

For people who don’t have family or existing community 
support and can’t get online and who are over 70, disabled, 
require the support of mental health services, are pregnant 
or receive a flu jab for health reasons, will be directed to 
our dedicated local team who can offer essential assistance.

NHS24 111 
 www.nhsinform.scot

Emergency 999

Doctor Out of Hours 111

Dumfries and Galloway Council 030 33 33 3000 
 www.dumgal.gov.uk/SupportDG

Business Support Helpline 01387 260280 
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm

Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub 030 33 33 3001

Social Work Out of Hours 01387 273660

Third Sector Dumfries and Galloway 0300 303 8558

Dumfries and Galloway  
Citizens Advice Service 0300 303 4321  
 www.dagcas.org

Samaritans 116 123

SHOUT Text SHOUT to 85258 for free

Scotland’s Domestic Abuse Helpline 0800 027 1234

Age Scotland 0800 12 44 222 
 Mon-Fri 9am-5pm

Shelter Scotland 0808 800 444 
 Mon-Fri 9am-5pm

LGBT Helpline Scotland 0300 123 2523

Childline 0800 1111

If you would like help understanding 

this or need it in another format 

telephone 030 33 33 3000

Now in its 18th year, 
this week is Baby Loss 
Awareness Week 2020 
To mark this our Council HQ has been lit pink and 
blue this week to show our care and support to 
those who have experienced a tragic loss. 

Did you know, pregnancy and baby loss are not 
rare experiences?  

More than half of people who responded to a 
YouGov survey ahead of Baby Loss Awareness 
Week 2020 said that they had either been 
personally affected by pregnancy or baby loss, or 
knew someone else who had been through it. 

Baby Loss Awareness Week is an opportunity: 

• For bereaved parents, and their families and 
friends, to unite with others across the world to 
commemorate their babies’ lives. 

• To raise awareness about pregnancy and baby 
loss in the UK. 

• To drive for improvements in both care and 
support for those affected and in the prevention 
of pregnancy and baby loss. 

If you need help and support, please go 

to:  

www.sands.org.uk/get-involved/

sands-campaigns/baby-loss-awareness-

week-2020   

http://www.nhsinform.scot
http://www.dumgal.gov.uk/SupportDG
http://www.dagcas.org

