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10 years ago this week, the Christie Report was published,
outlining how we should deliver public services in Scotland.
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Council Leader

Cllr Rob Davidson
Depute Leader

If a week is said to be a long time in politics, 10 years seems
an eternity. But, in those 10 years, we’ve certainly come a long
way in terms of the way that we deliver public services. We’ve
made great progress in implementing integrated services,
increasing efficiency, reducing duplication, preventing negative
outcomes, and empowering individuals and our communities.
So, let’s celebrate 10 years of Christie and the work done to
deliver its principles.

with best wishes

Elaine and Rob

Christie Report: 10 YEARS 0N
10 years ago this week, a report was published on The Future Delivery of Public Services.
The chair of the group that produced the report was
Campbell Christie, formerly of the Scottish Trades Union
Congress, who had many years’ experience of working
with a range of public bodies, including councils, health
services, police, fire and rescue, and enterprise.
The report set out four principles that were important
for Scotland’s future, to make services better for people
and communities across the country:
•

empowering individuals and communities

•

integrating service provision

•

preventing negative outcomes

•

joint working to improve efficiency

This week sees a 7-day celebration of the different projects
and services that have been introduced at national level
and local level to implement these principles.
Residents of Dumfries and Galloway will recognise
many of the ideas that are being shared, such as:
•

Community Asset Transfers, where public bodies
hand over a building or property to a community
group which has local support and a sound business
plan to improve it;

•

Inclusive Playparks, where our council, children,
parents, contractors and local people have

introduced new
equipment and
improved their
surroundings so that
playparks are available
for children of all
abilities;
•

Youth Work
Counselling in
secondary schools, which supports
our young people and reduces the demand on NHS
mental health services and social work services; and

•

Participatory Budgeting, where residents across the
region decide which projects get investment – this
year our Poverty and Employability Teams have
worked together with the third sector and the
funding is supporting employment opportunities in
voluntary and community organisations.

Dumfries and Galloway public services are constantly
changing and improving, always looking for ways to
put the Christie principles into effect. The involvement
of local people and groups is essential to keeping this
going. Here’s to what more we can achieve together in
the next 10 years.

Whithorn and Garlieston
pupils Race for Life
Pupils from the Whithorn and Garlieston
partnership primary schools and nursery joined
the fight against cancer by running their own
Race for Life.

GRETNA GREEN GONG
Gretna Green Ltd has received the Queen’s Award for
Enterprise, the most prestigious award for UK business.

Around 130
pupils, aged 2 to
12, participated
in the event,
raising £2,692
for life-saving
research.
Principal teacher, Fiona Hawthorn, said: “We’ve
been overwhelmed by the generous donations
from families and the local communities.”

The Queen’s Award for Enterprise recognises and encourages
outstanding achievement in innovation, international trade,
sustainable development, and promoting opportunity
(through social mobility).
The local, fourth generation, family business was awarded
in the category for international trade for its outstanding
growth in overseas sales.
Gretna Green Ltd, founded in 1885, is an internationally
recognised, global visitor destination and brand which,
alongside its ecommerce platform, Gretna Green Online
Shopping, exports a range of Scottish and UK products,
including food, clothing, and a growing range of own brand
gifts, to more than 55 countries.
Presenting the award, Lord Lieutenant of Dumfries, Fiona
Armstrong, said: “On behalf of Her Majesty, I am delighted
to present this prestigious award to one of Dumfries and
Galloway’s most well-known businesses. Gretna Green is an
iconic site. The company employs hundreds of local people
and has helped to put this part of Dumfries and Galloway
firmly on the tourist map.”
Alasdair Houston, chairman of Gretna Green Ltd*, said: “This
prestigious award belongs to all my colleagues at all levels and
in all divisions in our family business. Every day, I appreciate
and am grateful for their talents, commitment and loyalty.”
Councillor Rob Davidson, Civic Head for Dumfries and Galloway
Council, said: “I‘m delighted that a business in our region
is being recognised by the Queen's Award for Enterprise. I
congratulate all of the staff of Gretna Green Ltd in winning
this most prestigious award, particularly during a time when
we have been suffering due to the Covid pandemic and
experienced exceptionally difficult trading conditions.”
* Sadly, since providing this quote, Alasdair died following a
long illness.

We have
LIFT off

Local community group LIFT was
supported by the Council’s Community
Assets team to carry out a litter pick in
Lochside, Dumfries, on Sunday 13 June.
The Council team supplied equipment
and guidance to the team of 40
volunteers, who picked up litter and
tidied up locations around Lochside.
The volunteers
collected a full
trailer load of
rubbish, which
was uplifted
and disposed of
by the Council
team.

African Link

Gracefield Arts Centre
28 Edinburgh Road, Dumfries, DG1 1JQ
Tel 01387 262084

Fine art, Freda, frocks…
The Dumfries and Galloway Fine Art Society
exhibition opens at Gracefield Gallery 1 in Dumfries
on Saturday 3 July.
The region’s largest members-based art group
presents a selection of work that includes painting,
drawing, craft, and sculpture, and most of the 170
exhibits are available to buy.
The exhibition runs until Saturday 7 August:
www.dumfriesandgallowayfineart.org.uk

Lockerbie Academy’s African Link Committee is on a
mission to raise £2,000 for its scholarship programme,
which is currently funding the secondary education of
more than 60 pupils in Malawi.  
Primary education is free in Malawi, but pupils have
to pay to access secondary education. The secondary
school fees, around £30 a year, are prohibitively
expensive for the poorest families who exist on under
70p a day.   
Participating scholars come from Lockerbie Academy’s
link primary school in Malawi called Thawale II Primary
School and the education the scholars receive has the
potential to transform their lives and lift them out of
poverty.
The African Link Committee usually fundraises by holding
coffee mornings and bake sales but Covid restrictions
have made this impossible.  So, to keep the Scholarship
programme running, fundraising has gone online.
Any donation, big or small, will make a difference to a
young pupil: https://gofund.me/37a9ad0d
Thank you, or “zikomo” as they say in Malawi.

In Gallery 2, from 10 July, is 20/20 RE:VISION, a
retrospective of the work of Freda Blackwood.
It covers the Thornhill based artist’s work from her
student degree show to the present.
Born in Kilmarnock, Freda aimed to be a costume
designer but studied stained glass at Glasgow
School of Art in the early 1960s. On graduating, she
worked in theatre and TV costume for the Lyceum in
Edinburgh, Perth Rep and Watford’s Palace Theatre.
After working in London, Hamburg, Paris and the
Netherlands, in 1978 Freda settled in Thornhill,
where her work has embraced ball gowns, wedding
dresses, textiles, watercolour painting, printmaking,
papier mache, and sculpture.
The exhibition runs until Saturday 4 September.
Gracefield is open Tuesday to Saturday, 10am to
5pm. Admission is free.
dgculture.co.uk

Le Grand Fromage
Le Tour de France is in full swing just now. But the final
round of the UK Tour cycling series is coming to Castle
Douglas on Thursday 12 August 2021.
See: Tour Series website

Sticking their oar in
The Wigtown Bay Coastal Rowing Club, based at the Isle of
Whithorn, has been working to keep our coastline free of
litter and make sure that visitors to the region feel welcome.

Stone the Crows
Over the past few weeks, visitors to Kirkmaiden
have been entertained and amused by the
colourful array of scarecrows on display across
the area.
More than 30 households contributed to this
community event, which has brought a splash
of colour to the villages of Drummore and Port
Logan in the aftermath of Covid 19.
Sponsors generously donated prizes to be
awarded in 4 categories, judged by John Malcolm
Stevenson, a regular visitor to the area. The
winners were:
•

Lazy Bones (winner)

•

Adam the Gardener (runner-up)

•

Mary Poppins (most comical)

•

The Port Logan Pirate (best dressed)

Visiting the area to view the scarecrows, Lord
Lieutenant Aileen Brewis and Ward Officer Kerry
Monteith praised the artistry and ingenuity
demonstrated by the creators.
They also congratulated Mr and Mrs Salmon, who
have raised £800 for the Stranraer Cancer Drop-in
Centre by offering seedlings, cuttings and plants
grown by them in exchange for donations.

Volunteers, supported by the Council’s Community Assets
team in Wigtown Area, regularly hold beach cleans along
the local coastline.
Club Secretary, Vikki Reay-Martin, said: "Thanks to the
support of Community Assets Supervisor Billy Broll and
the Community Assets team, our club volunteers have
been out and about beach cleaning and litter picking
throughout the Isle. We clean the beaches in the Isle of
Whithorn Bay, and litter pick all the green areas in the
Isle, Harbour Row, the Harbour and Main Street. We
beach clean and litter pick once each week, on a different
day and time dependent on tides. Our aim is to keep our
fantastic space beautiful. We welcome our visitors and, if
needed, hand out free dog poop bags. But, the greatest
impact we have on our visitors is when they chat to us,
seeing us looking after the environment. They tell us how
wonderful our area is, and what a hidden gem it is."
wigtownbaycoastalrowing.org

Let me
tell you a
story…
EventScotland has now published and gone live with
its funding programme to support Scotland’s national
theme year for 2022: Scotland’s Year of Stories.
A total fund of £600,000 is available for eligible events
planned to take place across 2022.
Organisers can apply for individual grants between
£15,000 and £60,000, so clearly the funding is aimed at
larger festivals and projects.
The deadline for applications is Thursday 12 August 2021.
See: Scotland's Year of Stories - Events Funding |
VisitScotland.org

Gem Rock Museum is

40

Creetown Gem Rock Museum is
celebrating its 40 anniversary,
having opened on 25 June 1981.
Proprietor Tim Stephenson said: “We already had a
collection of gems, crystals, minerals and fossils and we
had decided, on discovering the old county school was
for sale, that this would be the perfect place to show
it all off. We had been coming to Galloway on holiday
for many years and we loved it. How lucky were we to
find such a fantastic place to grow a business, a family
and a life? Now forty years on, it has been a real labour
of love and a constant presence in many lives. We not
only had a vision for our collection but one for the
restoration of the building as well.”
A museum had been set up in the building in 1971
but the couple running it moved away from the area
in 1973. Another family took over the building before
moving on in the late 1970s. By this time, the building
was in need of some serious work.

enlarged in 2003.
We’ve slowly restored
the whole building,
which was built as a
school in the 1850s,
while developing
the collection
and displays. The
collection is now
huge, with gems, crystals, minerals and fossils from all
over the globe. Crystals and minerals are some of nature’s
most beautiful and interesting creations and help us to
appreciate the planet which we live on and give us a
better understanding of the miracle of nature and how
precious it really is. What was once a niche subject is
now much more pertinent to all our lives and helps us
understand how our universe works, and that we are
capable of affecting our planet with the way we live.”
www.gemrock.net
www.facebook.com/gemrockmuseum

“Every year we set about making improvements to
what we could offer our visitors, and modernising the
displays and building. Our first expansion was setting
up the original tearoom in the 1980s, which was then

RBCFT Film of the Week

Spotlight
Spotlight won the 2016 Academy Award for Best Film.
It’s a drama that follows The Boston Globe
newspaper’s Spotlight team and its exposure, in 2002, of
the Catholic Church's cover-up of child abuse by its priests.
The newspaper won a Pulitzer in 2003 for public service
for its coverage of the issue.
Martin Baron (Live Schreiber) joins the Boston Globe as an
editor and pushes four journalists to pursue a story about
the child molestation charges against the local church. The
team is portrayed by well-known actors, including Michael
Keaton, Rachel McAdams, and Mark Ruffalo.
The investigation unfurls at a slow pace as there’s a lot of
detective work to piece together the story. The Spotlight
team make phone call after phone call, knock on doors,
and search through old church records. As they uncover
more and more about the disgraced priests it soon dawns
on them there’s corruption at the very heart of the
institution that binds their city together. Priests are simply
moved from one diocese to another.
For most of the Spotlight team, who grew up Catholic in
a very religious city, the findings come as a massive shock,
and their faith in the authorities, their religious teachers,

and the one institution they spent their lives looking up
to, are wholly undermined.
Ruffalo is especially good as the most Catholic of the
journalists and he’s terrier like in his tenacity to tell the
story whatever the cost.
Like All the President’s Men, Spotlight does an excellent
job of making investigative journalism thrilling. Given its
subject matter, it can make for uncomfortable viewing.
But the payoff is worth it. The team’s coverage encourages
other victims to come forward with allegations of abuse,
resulting in numerous lawsuits and more criminal cases.
Spotlight is showing in BBC I-player until 18 July.
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I don’t care whether you’re a rocket scientist or a dustman,
as long as you’re good company. John Francome

Quiz of the Week

1. Which film won this year’s
BAFTA and Oscar for
Best Film in the Foreign
Language?
2. What’s the name of the
brewery where Tennent’s
Lager is brewed?
3. Who missed France’s final
penalty in the shoot out
against Switzerland at this
year’s Euros?
4. Who did Andy Murray beat
in the first round at this
year’s Wimbledon?
5. What's the collective noun
for a group of ravens?

6. Who founded the Wildfowl
and Wetland Trust at
Caerlaverock?

11. Banksy created a
“bemusement park” in 2015.
What was its name?

7. In the Harry Potter books
what is the name of the
Weasleys’ house?

12. Which Scottish artist painted
The Singing Butler in 1992?

8. DS Logan McRae features
in books by which Scottish
author?
9. Who has been the First
Minister of Wales since
2018?
10. In what year did Nicola
Sturgeon become First
Minister of Scotland?

Courgette Gratin

13. In which year was
Coronation Street first
broadcast?
14. Blythe Duff played which
character in TV show Taggart?
15. Who had a hit with Slave to
the Rhythm in 1985?
16. Scottish singer Marie
McDonald McLaughlin
Lawrie is better known by
which name?

Prep less than 30 mins

This simple courgette gratin makes a great side

Method

dish as it’s creamy and flavoursome without

1. Preheat the oven to
200C/Fan 180C/Gas 6

being too rich.
Serve with a salad for a light supper.

Ingredients

100ml/3½fl oz crème fraîche

2 tbsp olive oil

50ml/2fl oz milk

800g/1lb 12oz
courgettes, sliced into
5mm/¼in rounds

1 tsp plain flour

few sprigs thyme
few basil leaves

75g/2½oz gruyère or similar
cheese, grated
salt and freshly ground
black pepper

2. Put the olive oil
in a large, lidded
frying pan. Add the
courgettes and herbs
and season with salt
and pepper.
3. Cover and cook gently
for 10 minutes, stirring
every so often, until
the courgettes have
softened slightly but
are still al dente.
The oil should have
taken on a deep, rich
green colour from the
courgettes.

17. Joe Hill wrote the comic
book and Netflix series
Locke & Key, but who is Hill’s
famous horror author father?
18. Horror film director Wes
Craven used 16th century
Scottish murderer and
cannibal Sawney Bean as the
inspiration for which film?
19. When was powdered dessert
Bird’s Angel Delight first
introduced?
20. What were Empire biscuits
originally known as?

Cook 30mins to 1 hour

Serves 4

4. Transfer to an oven
dish. Whisk the crème
fraîche, milk and flour
together in a bowl
and season with salt.
Pour this mixture over
the courgettes – it
will not be enough to
completely cover the
courgettes, but this is
fine – it will bubble up
when cooking.
5. Sprinkle over the
cheese. Bake in the
oven for around 25
minutes, or until
brown and bubbling.
BBC FOOD
Recipe by the Hairy Bikers

Give courgettes a go: remember, the smaller they
are, the more flavour!

Key Contacts

111
www.nhsinform.scot

Emergency

999

Doctor Out of Hours

111

Smuggling in Annandale
In the 18th century, the Annandale shore formed the
backdrop for a secretive trade.
Wherry boats from the Isle of Man brought contraband
European cargoes to isolated beaches where armed
men waited. Many people were involved. Fortunes
were made and lost!

Dumfries and Galloway Council
030 33 33 3000
www.dumgal.gov.uk/SupportDG
Employability Support Helpline

Business Support Helpline

01387 260 060
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm

There was widespread sympathy for the smugglers and
a ready market for their goods. People didn’t want to
pay the high prices for legitimate goods, taxed by the
government.

01387 260 280
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm

Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub

030 33 33 3001

Social Work Out of Hours

01387 273 660

Revenue officers, excisemen and dragoons had their
work cut out to detect and catch the smugglers and
confiscate their contraband goods. Struggles ensued,
people were injured or killed and some went to prison.

Third Sector Dumfries and Galloway 0300 303 8558
Dumfries and Galloway
Citizens Advice Service

Samaritans

The exhibition is based on the research of Frances
Wilkins, a social historian who has written extensively
on smuggling around the coast of Britain. She has
uncovered stories of individuals and families from the
Annan area who conspired to smuggle and sell on
luxury goods, such as whisky, wine, brandy, tobacco,
tea, and even salt or coal.

0300 303 4321
www.dagcas.org
116 123

SHOUT

Text SHOUT to 85258 for free

The exhibition at Annan Museum is open
11am to 1pm and 1.30pm to 4pm,
Tuesday to Saturday until 11 September.

Scotland’s Domestic Abuse Helpline 0800 027 1234
Age Scotland

0800 12 44 222
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm

Shelter Scotland

0808 800 444
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm

LGBT Helpline Scotland
Childline
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0800 111 4000

For people who don’t have family or existing community
support and can’t get online and who are over 70, disabled,
require the support of mental health services, are pregnant
or receive a flu jab for health reasons, will be directed to
our dedicated local team who can offer essential assistance.
NHS24
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National COVID-19 Helpline
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You can book your free visit to see the exhibition
and the museum’s local history gallery at
www.dgculture.co.uk or at the door of the museum
during opening hours.

0300 123 2523
0800 1111

If you would like help understanding this
or need it in another format telephone 030 33 33 3000
Answers
1. Another Round
2. Wellpark Brewery in Glasgow
3. Kylian Mbappe
4. Nikoloz Basilashvili
5. Unkindness

6. Sir Peter Scott (son of Antarctic explorer
Captain Scott)
7. The Burrow
8. Stuart MacBride
9. Mark Drakeford
10. 2014

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

Dismaland
Jack Vettriano
1960
DI Jackie Reid
Grace Jones
Lulu

17.
18.
19.
20.

Stephen King
The Hills Have Eyes
1967
German biscuits

